 Morrison Area Community Foundation 

GRANT APPLICATION GUIDELINES
The Morrison Area Community Foundation awards grants in two grant cycles.  The 
Spring application is due March 1st. The Fall application is due September 1st.  
The “Final Report” for all previously awarded grants must be on file prior to submitting a new grant application.

Origin and Purpose:  Founded in 2007, The Morrison Area Community Foundation is a charitable community foundation, organized to enhance and improve the educational, cultural, recreational and economic environment of the City of Morrison and surrounding area. The Morrison Area Community Foundation distributes funds from its earnings to numerous area non-profit organizations to fulfill its mission. The Community Foundation has a broad, flexible purpose, providing support to a wide variety of non-profit organizations.  

Restrictions:  Grants are not awarded in the following areas: annual campaigns, organizational endowment funds, political parties, offices or candidates, deficit financing, grants to individuals, or for sectarian purposes. Challenge/matching grants may be initiated by the Foundation.

Procedures:  The applications are due March 1st and September 1st. Applications being received after the deadline will be held until the next round.  If a request during the first cycle is denied, a second application for a new project or program can be submitted during the second cycle. When a grant check is awarded, the organization is obligated to use it for the purpose given in the application.  Grant recipients are required to file a written report describing the use of the funds within six months after the project/program is completed. Grant recipients should use the “Final Report” form included in this information packet.
Application information: The application packet should minimally include the 
following:

1.  A complete Community Foundation Grant Application Form

2.  A complete Community Foundation Grant Application Narrative 
3.  A photocopy of the ruling or determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service establishing your tax-exempt status, if applicable
1.   Grant Application Form: Submit the original and one (1) copy of

your Grant Application.  A grant application form is provided in this packet.  Materials should not be bound, inserted in protective sleeves or prepared in other types of notebook form.  Materials should be fastened with a single staple.

            2.     Grant Application Narrative:  Submit the original and one (1) copy of your Grant Application Narrative on 8 ½” x 11” paper, printed on one side only.  Materials should not be bound, inserted in protective sleeves or prepared in other types of notebook form.  Materials should be fastened with a single staple.  The narrative should not exceed two (2) single pages.
In evaluating applications the Morrison Area Community Foundation gives consideration to the following factors:  
· What is the nature and scope of the project?
· Does the project address a priority community need? 
· Does the project duplicate any other community service?

· Does the project have a broad base of community support; i.e., volunteer involvement or neighborhood participation?
· Is the project being implemented in collaboration with any other organizations?

· Give a brief background of your organization, including a history of its existence and the type of service provided.

· Provide the total cost of the project and the amount you intend to request from the Foundation.  If possible, identify the particular budget items for which you would be requesting Foundation support. 

· Explain how your project fits into your overall financial plan and, if continued funding is needed, specify other potential or committed sources of funding for the project.
· Describe why participation of the Morrison Area Community Foundation is vital to the success of the project.  If not funded, what is the effect?

· Indicate any past history with the Foundation or any contacts you have made with Foundation board members leading to your decision to approach the Foundation for funding.

If questions arise about the guidelines or application process, please feel free to call                                                                        
Dr. Dick Vandermyde at 815-772-3234, or write MACF, P.O. Box 28, Morrison, IL  61270        
